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box are addressed to the care of William Vaughan, Esq. 
Mincing-lane, for the Society, and I hope will reach their 
destination in safety. I have the honor to be, very respect- 
fully,. 

Sir, 
To A. Aikin, Esq. &c. &c. &c. 

Sec, §c. ^c. J. F. Denovan. 



N° II. 
WINE FROM NEW SOUTH AVAtES. 



The Large Silver Medal was this Session pre- 
sented to Mr. Gregory Blaxland, for Wine 
the produce of his Vineyard in the Colony of New 
South Wales. 

It appears from .the Custom-house and other documents 
that 5 of a pipe of red wine was in March, 1822, shipped 
from Sydney in New South Wales. This wine, the property 
of Mr. Blaxland, was made by him from grapes the produce 
of his vineyard at Paramatta. About 10 per cent of brandy 
had been added to it in order to enable it to bear the voyage. 

On examination by the committee it appeared to be a light 
but sound wine with much of the odour and flavour of ordi- 
nary claret, or rather holding an intermediate place between 
that wine and the red wine of Nice. The general opinion 
seemed to be, that although the present sample, from the in- 
expertness of the manufacturer and the youth of the vine, is 
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by Ao means of superior quality, yet it affords a reasonable 
ground of expectation that by care and time it may become a 
valuable article of export. 

Subjoined are two documents respecting the state of Mr. 
Blaxland's vineyard, the one being an extract from a memorial 
addressed to governor Macquarrie, in October, 1818, and the 
other addressed in the following year to J. Bigg, Esq. the 
Commissioner of Inquiry. 



As your excellency was pleased, at the muster at Para- 
matta, to make inquiry how far I had persevered in the cul- 
ture of the vine ; it may not be uninteresting if I state for 
your information how far I have succeeded in the business, 
and also what prospect I may flatter myself I have of being 
successful. 

On referring back I find that I had the honour of commu- 
nicating with your excellency last on that subject, in the 
month of September, 1816 ; at which period I was preparing 
the land for a vineyard, by trenching it at a very heavy expense, 
and was raisiiig a considerable number of plants to pl&nt it 
with, of a sort which I believe to be the real black Constantia 
grape 'from the Cape. 

Since which time, from observations I have been able to 
make an thfe nature of the soil and climate of the colony, and 
also of the nature and habits of the different kinds of grapes 
introduced into it, I have considered it most advisable to 
change both the aspect and situation of my vineyard, and also 
the sort 6f grape entirely ; which circumstances have retarded 
the progress of the undertaking considerably. 

I aril fearful it is not in my power to explain myself in 
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detail, so as to be clearly understood, why I have considered it 
advisable to change the situation of my vineyard; therefore 
I will say nothing on that part of the subject for the pt%sent ; 
but as I hope to be more successful in giving my reasons fol: 
changing the sort of grape, that I will attempt. 

I have first to observe, that the vines in general are sub- 
ject to two different diseases or blight in the colony ; ohe 
diestroys the young shoots aiid leaves in the early part of the 
season, which stops their growth and destroys their blossom ; 
they appear as if burnt or scalded. The other affects the 
grapes as soon as they are grown to the size of small peas ; it 
appears as a black speck on the berry, with a small puncture 
in the centre, after which they remain hard and sour, and 
tiever fill with juice nor ripen ; and if the speck extends far 
the berry entirely dries up and perishes. 

Observing this to be the case from my first coming into the 
colony, I have at all times since endeavoured to procure every 
kind of vine that I could meet with, that I might be able to 
select those sorts that were the least subject to blight ; they 
now amount to eight sorts of bearing vines ; I say bearing 
vines, because many of thfe vines first introduced inttf the 
colony were actually barren and unproductive. Amongst the 
different kinds I had collected, the Constantia was in my 
opinion in every respect the best, and I planted out (as I have 
before observed) a large quantity of the cuttings from it. 
Accidentally some of the cuttings of the different sorts I had 
in the same garden got amongst them, and were intermixed 
with them in the same beds. That year the whole of theia 
were blighted in the leaf and young shoot, except a small soft 
which I had not before held in very great esteem; of this 
latter every individud escaped injury, although their leaves 
actually touched the other plants that were almost destroyed 
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with disease ; they continued to flourish the whole season and 
made vigorous shoots many feet long, when the others scarcely 
grew as many inches. The same year I had fine old plants of 
the same kind coming into bearing ; they flourished equally 
both in the wood and in the fruit ; and when all the others were 
more or less afiected with the black spot on the grapes, these 
entirely escaped, and had no appearance of either of the 
diseases, and they have continued equally flourishing and 
healthy ever since ; which has fully convinced me of the pro- 
priety of giving up the culture of all the others, and of 
planting this sort only, of which I have now forty rods planted 
out, where I intend to plant my vineyard ; and I have 
remaining all the others which I had planted previous to my 
observation on the healthy kind ; and that I may leave 
nothing untried in my power, I have ' this year raised more 
than two hundred young plants from the seeds of the fruit 
I had ripe last year of the fine bearing vines ; some of which 
will, without doubt, be much more assimilated to the nature 
of the climate (of which they will be the actual ofiPspring) 
than any other sort now growing. 

From the best information I can procure, the vine I have 
spoken so highly of I believe to be the claret grape. 



Brush Farm, 
SIR; Nov. 28, 18t9. 

The inclosed papers, relating to the culture of the vine, 
consist of copies of such letters as have passed on the subject 
at different periods, with his excellency governor Macquarrie. 
A memorial addressed to himself; a memorial to his majesty's 
secretary of state for the colonies, on the same subject, written 
as suggested by a letter received from his excellency's secre- 
tary (Paper No. 4), and offered to be forwarded by himself 
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m the year 1816 ; also a statement made in the year 1818, 
on the progress made in the undertaking, with his excellency's 
answer : to which papers I beg to refer you for the principal 
information in my power to afford on the subject, and shall, 
for that reason, confine myself in this letter to such circum- 
stances as are not mentioned in them; or respecting which, from 
farther experience, I have had reason to change my opinion. 

The same sort mentioned in my statement (Paper No. 9) 
still continues equally flourishing, and the other sorts are 
much more diseased and blighted this year than I ever noticed 
them. 

I have reason to believe that trenching the ground is not 
of so much consequence as at one time I was induced to 
think, where there is a sufficient depth of soil it may be pre- 
judicial. 

I have formed an opinion that the sort I have selected is 
much healthier than the other sorts, because it is a younger 
plant, raised from seed not many years back, compared with 
the others ; which idea is supported by a treatise on the apple 
and pear, written by Mr. Knight, to which I refer you for 
some weighty arguments in its favour. I am farther con- 
firmed in this opinion from the similarity of the state of the 
vines in America, in the year 1802, with most of them in 
this colony at this present time ; which is particularly de- 
scribed in a narrative given me by a gentleman, written by 
Jean Jaques Dufour, who appears to have perfected the 
culture of the vine in that country. I have not inclosed a 
copy of the narrative, as I suppose you have seen it. 

I remain, Sir, 
The Honourabk Comtnia- &c. &c. &c. 

sioner of laquiry^ G. Blaxland. 

John T. Biggt^ Esq. 
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